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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

This Preliminary Amendment is filed contemporaneously with the filing 
of the subject application. Please amend the claims of the application as 
indicated below without prejudice in order to be able to reintroduce the subject 
matter in translated claims. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claim 8 and substitute the following amended 
claim which is on a separate sheet of paper, followed by the claim shown in its 
amended form using brackets and underlining on another sheet of paper: 
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8. (Amended) Fil fourre selon la revendication 2 caracterisee 
en ce qu'au dessus de I'enveloppe combustible, une protection metallique 
enserre I'ensemble constitue par Tadditif, la gaine metallique et I'enveloppe 
combustible. 
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8. (Amended) Fil fourre selon la revendication 2 [I'une quelconque 
des revendications 2 a 8] caracterisee en ce qu'au dessus de Tenveloppe 
combustible, une protection metallique enserre Tensemble constitue par 
I'additif, la gaine metallique et I'enveloppe combustible. 
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REMARKS 

This Amendment is made, without prejudice, to avoid and 
remove improper multiple dependency of the claims and the extra expense 
associated therewith. Upon translation of the application, the dependent 
claims will be reintroduced as singly dependent claims. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Miles & Stockbridge P.C. 


Date March 16, 2001 
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